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REFERENCE FROM THE DARTFORD JOINT 
TRANSPORTATION BOARD: PARKING ISSUES IN THE 
BOROUGH   

 

1. SUMMARY 

 

1.1 To consider a reference from the Joint Transportation Board relating to 
parking issues in the Borough.  

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

2.1 That, having noted that staffing establishment matters are not within the remit 
of Cabinet, but that Cabinet  may comment on the levels of service provided by 
the Council, more specifically, whether or not it wishes to give greater priority 
to  parking enforcement which the Council would need to take into account in 
determining resources etc., Cabinet instructs accordingly on the Joint 
Transportation Board’s request to consider increasing the staffing 
establishment in the parking enforcement team to a level where it presents a 
significant deterrent to illegal, dangerous and inconsiderate parking. 

2.2  That, having noted the staffing implications at para.5 of the report,  Cabinet 
instructs accordingly on  the Joint Transportation Board’s request that the 
Transport Planner  undertake a research project into the parking problems in 
Dartford and the introduction of measures to ameliorate these, including 
research into strategies employed by other authorities to achieve this. 

 
3. Background and Discussion 

 
3.1 The Joint Transportation Board at its meeting held on 3 December 2019 

considered two reports submitted by Kent County Council proposing the 
introduction of waiting restrictions in Chastilian Road and Wentworth Drive, 
and The Fleet Estate, Dartford. 

 
3.2 Arising from the discussion of these reports, the Board expressed 

considerable concern at the level of illegal and inconsiderate parking across 
the Borough, especially in roads surrounding local schools. 

 
3.3. Parking Enforcement Issues 
 
(i) Members noted that the current resources of the enforcement team are 

limited and demands are high but it was felt that unless higher levels of 
enforcement are undertaken, parking problems will worsen and inevitable 
traffic accidents will occur. 

 
(ii) The Board also considered that current strategies regarding enforcement and 

parking issues generally required refreshing and that ways to undertake this 
should be investigated. 

 
(iii) The Board therefore agreed: 
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a) That Cabinet be requested to consider increasing the staffing 

establishment in the parking enforcement team to a level where it 
presents a significant deterrent to illegal, dangerous and inconsiderate 
parking. 

 
b) That the Transport Planner be requested to  undertake a research 

project into the parking problems in Dartford and the introduction of 
measures to ameliorate these, including research into strategies 
employed by other authorities to achieve this. 
 

(iv) Staffing establishment functions have been delegated to the Managing 
Director by the General Assembly of the Council.  Staffing establishment 
issues are therefore not within the remit of Cabinet.  However, Cabinet may 
comment on the levels of service provided by the Council, more specifically, 
whether or not it wishes to give greater priority to parking enforcement, which 
the Council would need to take into account in determining resources etc. 

 
4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 

 
Not applicable. 
 

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and risk 
assessments 
 

Financial Implications None 

Legal Implications None 

Staffing Implications The expertise to undertake the requested review 
is available in-house; however, current priorities 
would need to be reviewed to accommodate it 
with resultant delays to schemes currently 
programmed to be progressed. A business case 
is being prepared for provision of additional 
resource in the next financial year to support the 
Transport Planner on strategic parking issues. As 
part of this work, the most appropriate means of 
managing inappropriate parking could also be 
explored. 

Administrative Implications None  

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints 

 
 
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 

 
Not applicable. 
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7. Appendices 

 
Appendix A – Extract from the minutes of the Joint Transportation Board held 
on 3 December 2019 

 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

Documents consulted 
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Appendix A 
 
 

Extract from the minutes of the Joint Transportation Board held on 3 
December 2019 
 
38. PROPOSED WAITING RESTRICTIONS CHASTILIAN ROAD AND 

WENTWORTH DRIVE, DARTFORD, KENT. 

 
The Board received a report from KCC Highways relating to the 
proposed introduction of waiting restrictions in Chastillian Road Road 
and Wentworth Drive to relieve issues with parking arising from the 
recent expansion of Wentworth Primary school. 

 

It was noted that there had been extensive consultation with local 
residents on the format of the restrictions and that those currently 
proposed represent the most acceptable to local residents. 

 

The Board agreed to endorse the introduction of the proposals 
 

39. PROPOSED WAITING RESTRICTIONS FLEET ESTATE, 
DARTFORD, KENT. 

 

The Board received a report from KCC Highways relating to the 
proposed introduction of waiting restrictions within the Fleet Estate to 
relieve issues with parking arising from the proximity of Darent Valley 
hospital and other local employers. 

 
It was noted that the restrictions related mainly to corner and junction 
protection to improve sight lines and safety for pedestrians and this 
would be reinforced by the introduction of dropped kerbs in the future. 

 
The Board agreed to endorse the introduction of the proposals 

 

40. PARKING ENFORCEMENT 
 

Arising from the consideration of items 38 and 39 above Members 
expressed deep concern at issues relating to illegal parking in 
Dartford generally, and that surrounding local schools specifically. 

 

It was noted that the current resources of the enforcement team are 
limited and demands are high but it was felt that unless higher levels 
of enforcement are undertaken then parking problems are going to 
worsen and inevitable traffic accidents will occur. 

 

The Board therefore agreed 
 

1. That a request be referred to the Cabinet that numbers within 
the parking enforcement team are increased to a level where 
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it presents a significant deterrent to illegal, dangerous and 
inconsiderate parking. 

 
2. The Transport Planning Officer be commissioned to undertake 

a research project into the parking problems in Dartford and 
the introduction of measures to ameliorate these, including 
research into strategies employed by other authorities to 
achieve this. 

 

 


